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READINGS for Sunday 

September 13, 2020. 

Genesis 50:15-21 

In this denouement of the Joseph legends, Joseph forgives 

his brothers for their having sold him into his exile. Taking 

its final form in the book of Genesis after the Babylonian 

exile, the story models for the Jews the forgiveness within 

the community necessary for their continuing existence. 

The community is to be merciful to one another, as God is 

merciful to them. 

Romans 14:1-12 

The passage deals with practical matters arising in the 

Christian community in Rome in 56 CE. Most meat 

consumed in urban areas had been sacrificially offered to 

the Roman gods, and the several calendars included the 

keeping of Jewish holy days and Roman pagan festivals. 

Paul does not dictate answers to these communal debates, 

but instead presents the Christian principles undergirding 

the worship of God in Christ, acceptance within the 

community, and latitude on open questions. 

Matthew 18:21-35 

Matthew has added this passage about the necessity of 

communal forgiveness to the material available in the 

gospel of Mark. Despite Matthew’s insistence on the 

Christian life of perfection, this allegory, answering the 

concern of Peter, the leader of the community, admits the 

need for the continuing mercy of God and forgiveness 

amongst Christians. “Seven” symbolized completeness; a 

talent was worth fifteen years of a laborer’s wage; a 

denarius was one day’s wage. 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE for SEPTEMBER  

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CONTACT: 

Church office:  815-845-2061 

 

PASTOR JIM’S CONTACT INFORMATION: 

His phone number is (563) 599-2096 and his email 

address is:  jamespmehltretter@gmail.com 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY  
 

-Steven & Jodi Swanson & Family 

(our missionary family) 

- All those who have been affected 

by Covid-19 

- All Essential workers  

- Law Enforcement Officers 

- Those suffering from racism 

- Thomas Mosbo 

- Dorothy Bohnsack 

- Paul & Karron Mills 

- Paul Hesselbacher 

- Janice McKee (Kay Hesselbacher’s friend) 

- Roxann Krull (Paul Mills’ daughter) 

- Michael Lorento (Larry & Sue’s neighbor) 

- Dean Mysliwiec (Israel niece’s husband) 

- Ken Reinert (Israel’ nephew) 

- Liam Vogt (Joe & Kirstin Ehrler Vogt son) 

-  Kate Redfearn (Russ & Brittney’s daughter) 

- JoAnn Hesselbacher 

- Juliette Schmidt 

- Kendall Smith (Hansen’s granddaughter) 

- Gabe Hilby (Heim girl’s classmate) 

- Janice Bradley (Ladora Williams’ daughter) 

- Liam Petelle (Edie’s grandson) 

- Rich Schelke  

- Caroline Krug (Jim & Babette’s granddaughter) 

- World Leaders & Peace in the World 

- Men & Women serving our country  
 

Weekly Giving – September 6, 2020 

General Giving            $3,765.00   

Mission Giving                     $.00 

                    Total         $3,765.00 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-9-13/2123
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-9-13/2123
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-9-13/2123
mailto:jamespmehltretter@gmail.com


15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Message & Lessons – September 13, 2020 

LINK TO HEAR PASTOR’S MESSAGE:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5c61-fwiP4   
  

PASTOR’S MESSAGE  

   Our readings today come from Genesis the 50th chapter verses 15-21, Romans 14: 1-12 and our 

Gospel reading for today comes from Matthew the 18th chapter verses 21 to 35. If you'd like to take a 

moment and read those, that would be wonderful and I'll continue on with my message that focuses on 

our Gospel reading for today. Again that's Matthew the 18th chapter verses 21 to 35. 

   I got caught speeding the other day. One of my parishioners caught me actually. They commented on 

the fact that during the Confession and Forgiveness, there needs to be a little bit of time taken. There's 

actually a place left there for us to reflect on our own sins so when they brought that to my attention, I 

smiled back at them and I said, "Well we can do that." I said, "Would you like me to make mention of 

the fact that you, and I'll mention you by name, need a little extra time to think about your sins before 

we move forward in our Confession and Forgiveness?"  

   Well, of course, smiles were had by all who were around, but the point was well taken. It was an 

excellent point that we need that time during the Confession and Forgiveness that I just read that came 

from our subscription to Sundays and Seasons from Augsburg Fortress. That Confession and 

Forgiveness, that’s carefully written, has a time in there for us to pause and think about our sins and then 

confess them to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We then receive a word of absolution, forgiveness for 

those sins. Now our Gospel passage for today reminds us to forgive others many, many times. The 

number that's used suggests that we should forgive an infinite amount of times. So, I'd like you to take a 

moment and think for just a moment how many times each day do you forgive someone? How many 

times do you need to be forgiven each day by someone or by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?  

   Those are big numbers. 

   They can be anyway, especially when we're really honest about who we are as people. If we think of 

all of the examples of the times when we have thought ill of someone, whether it's as simple as seeing 

someone driving down the highway in a way that's not helpful to us and thinking something to ourselves 

to more complex, difficult sins. Maybe there are those recurring sins in our lives that we know we 

commit.  

   Maybe we're harsh with our family sometimes. Maybe we're harsh with our neighbor. Could it be 

sometimes that we're also harsh with ourselves and we need forgiveness?  

   In our Gospel reading for today, we hear of someone who owed an extraordinary amount and was 

forgiven, and then, not long after they were forgiven that extraordinary amount, they grabbed a hold of 

someone who owed them just a little bit and extracted payment from them, demanded payment from 

them.   

   It just wasn't fair, was it? 

   We have extraordinary grace extended to us by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. His unconditional 

love is an important part of who we are as Christians and the message that we share with others, a 

message of kindness and a message of forgiveness. We move forward in our lives with the confidence 

that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through his death on the cross has made things right for us and, 

therefore, we also can forgive others.  

   That's what we're called to do more than, probably, we're comfortable with, more than, probably, what 

we want to. We kind of like to hold our sins and those of others in sometimes, don't we? When we're 

asked to forgive over and over and over again many, many times, we tire of it sometimes. We might feel 

as though our forgiveness is incomplete because we still harbor ill feelings.  

   It's the truth of who we are as humans.  

   We're fallible. We fall short, but our Gospel for today calls us to forgive each other as Jesus forgives 

us.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5c61-fwiP4


   We're reminded  to forgive whatever that number may have been, whatever that estimate was that you 

may have came up with earlier, when I, in all sincerity, asked you how many times you sin each day and 

how many times you needed to be forgiven and how many times you needed to forgive someone else. In 

reality, those numbers are probably higher than what we want to admit, but as with so many things in 

our lives, as with our entire lives, we don't do it alone.  

   We have our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ serving as the model for us of forgiveness and serving as 

our guide, encouraging us, giving us the strength, supporting us in that important work of forgiving 

another.  

   It's important for us to confess our sins. Sometimes it takes place in a group setting. Other times, it 

takes place individually. Sometimes, the words are carefully scripted for us to be very complete and 

thoughtful. Sometimes that forgiveness is very simple, just a couple of words, "You are forgiven or I'm 

sorry."  

   How does forgiveness look in your life?  

   Each of us have very unique lives with different connections with different people. I invite you this 

coming week to think about what it means to forgive with such abundance and to receive forgiveness 

with such abundance. It's a great gift.  

   Oh yes, it can be challenging. Sometimes, it can be challenging to receive forgiveness. Sometimes, it 

can be challenging, certainly to forgive others, but we don't do it alone.     

   We give thanks for the forgiveness that we receive and the unconditional love that we receive from our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We give thanks for the opportunity to slow down, confess our sins in the 

presence of God and, when appropriate, in the presence of others. We also give thanks for the 

opportunity to receive forgiveness and to forgive others. Amen.   
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.             

C Amen. 

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P  Faithful God, 

C     have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another 

before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your 

gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to 

life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P     God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name 

of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 

C   Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts 

of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 50:15-21 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and 

pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave 



this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they 

did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph 

wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 

slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do 

harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no 

fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

PSALM: 103:[1-7] 8-13 
[ 1Bless the LORD, | O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 

 2Bless the LORD, | O my soul, and forget not | all God’s benefits— 

 3who forgives | all your sins and heals all | your diseases; 

 4who redeems your life | from the grave and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; R 

 5who satisfies your desires | with good things so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 

 6O LORD, you provide | vindication and justice for all who | are oppressed. 

 7You made known your | ways to Moses and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. ]     
     8LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast  

        love; R 

 9you will not al- | ways accuse us, nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 

 10You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 

 11For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear  

         you. 

 12As far as the east is | from the west, so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 

 13As a father has compassion | for his children, so you have compassion for those who fear | you,    

         O LORD.  
 

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in 

eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and 

those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass 

judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for 

the Lord is able to make them stand. 

  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 

convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, 

eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and 

give thanks to God. 

  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we 

die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and 

lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For 

we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I 

forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 

slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he 

could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 

payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 

you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that 

same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him 

by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would 



pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! 

I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, 

as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 

debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 

your heart.” 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P    Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

.A brief silence. 
 

P   … Lord, in your mercy, 

C    hear our prayer. 
 

P All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 

Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P    Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit; let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING  

P   Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

C   Amen.  

DISMISSAL 

A    Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C    Thanks be to God.  
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Weekly Announcements 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE UPDATE 

You will be receiving a call to see if you would like to schedule your service for Sunday or the week 

following. You can also contact me (Pastor Jim) at (563) 599-2096. Everyone has been very gracious in this 

process. If weather affects a service, it will not be rescheduled due to the frequency of services. 

Communion:   Communion will resume using special factory sealed cups that contain both the wafer and 

juice. Distribution will be carefully organized. The resumption of communion using these cups, during this 

unusual time, was considered and supported by the church council. Additional changes that help the 

congregation adapt to our current circumstances are continually explored by Pastor Jim and the council.    

Reminder: Please accept a reminder that masks are required at all our outdoor services if you leave your car. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.      Pastor Jim 
 

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY TO LAVERNE GREBNER'S  
LaVerne Grebner is celebrating a big birthday this Thursday, September 17---100 Years 

Young!  
 

 

tel:(563)%20599-2096


ANNUAL STEAK FRY 

     The canceling of the Annual Steak Fry is an unfortunate turn of events as there are several very 

worthwhile food pantries that rely on the proceeds of this event.   

       In lieu of having an actual steak fry at church, we are promoting a "virtual steak fry".  With this we are 

asking that, if possible, please provide a donation to the church with a designation of "steak fry" or "food 

pantry".  Any donations will be held until early October and at that time the monies will be distributed to the 

food pantries noted.  Once distributed, there will be an article in the weekly newsletter advising of the 

distributions and amounts. 

       A sincere thank you for consideration to help those in need during these difficult times we are in.  

 

In Peace, please stay healthy and safe, Your Church Council 

 

GIVING WHILE WE ARE CLOSED 

    Thank you to all who have been faithfully sending your giving to the church during our shut down.  Please 

consider continuing your weekly offering by mailing it to the church office at 536 E Schapville Rd, Scales 

Mound, IL 61075, or arranging for online banking.  

        Please stay safe and healthy, Church Council 
 

 

#ELCAVotes 

     We are less than 60 days from a national day designated to vote in America for our nation’s president 

and congressional representatives in our state and nation. People with disabilities have every right to 

vote, and their vote can make a real and meaningful difference. 

     Did you know that 25% of American citizens eligible to vote are living with a disability? Families 

and friends can benefit from talking with you about when and how to cast your ballot. While some of us 

may vote by mail, others may prefer to be out at the polls with other citizens. This is every voter’s right; 

however, doing so safely is also important. Voters with disabilities admittedly have experienced varying 

degrees of openness and/or obstacles in registering to vote, voting at the polls or even relying on family 

and friends to help them exercise their right to vote. This year’s pandemic may complicate things a bit, 

yet with a strong plan and flexibility amid rapid changes surrounding different ways to vote, voting can 

be a joyful means of serving. This year you might consider inviting someone whom you trust and who 

supports your right to vote to plan ahead with you. It is OK to be in dialogue with friends, neighbors, 

church members and family members about voting. You don’t need to disclose who you are voting for, 

but sharing your thoughts and day-to-day realities is one way to help others feel well-informed as they 

vote. Someone might even like to go to the polls with you so they understand your experience at the 

polls. 

     We are a nation of many people who are more alike than different. Persons elected into public office 

as government leaders have impact on the well-being of us all. Voting early has been recommended to 

ensure your vote is counted. The ELCA believes your vote counts and that your voting is an act of 

service to both God and your country. Learn more about the impact your vote can have and 

visit #ELCAVotes on Facebook or Twitter. 

Coordinator for Disability Ministries, Carol A. Johnson 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,  

8765 W. Higgins Rd., Chicago, IL 60631 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fOur-Work%2fPublicly-Engaged-Church%2fELCAVotes&srcid=237634&srctid=1&erid=e1d007fe-1397-4353-ae00-7af04c80ac0a&trid=e1d007fe-1397-4353-ae00-7af04c80ac0a

