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  Shepherd of the Hills  
    Lutheran Church 
    ELCA 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

of March 29, 2020. 

 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Ezekiel was a sixth-century prophet living in Babylon 

during the exile. His prophecies, part of the Priestly 

tradition that is found throughout the Old Testament, 

proclaim that despite the destruction of Jerusalem and its 

temple in 587, God will eventually restore Israel to even 

greater glory. Perhaps the most beloved passage of the 

book is this vision in chapter 37 of a restored Israel, 

returned from Babylon to their own land. 

Romans 8:6-11 

In the center of his letter to the church in Rome, Paul 

concluded his discussion of law and gospel by contrasting 

life in the flesh with life in the Spirit. For those in Christ, 

sin is already dead; the Spirit gives life. For Paul, the term 

“flesh” referred to the body as it is misused and controlled 

by the power of sin and the term “Spirit” to the power of 

the risen Christ in the individual and community. 

John 11:1-45 
In this last of the seven signs in the gospel of John that 

demonstrate Jesus’ divinity, Jesus first explained the sign 

and then performed it. As expected in John’s gospel, the 

sign functions as a metaphor for the identity of Jesus. 

What happens to Lazarus is resuscitation, not the 

resurrection: Christ is the resurrection, and his power 

gives life to this world. In John’s narrative, it is the 

raising of Lazarus that incited the authorities to seek 

Jesus’ execution. 

 

SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION  

We will be highlighting a verse(s) here for 

memorization that captures the main idea of the month’s 

scriptures – March verse: “19
We love because he first 

loved us.”   1 John 4:19 
 

 

Weekly Giving 

General Giving            $4,410.00 

        Mission Giving  $     0 

                  Total        $4,410.00 
 

. 

    

PASTOR JIM’S CONTACT INFORMATION 

His phone number is (563) 599-2096 and his email 

address is:  jamespmehltretter@gmail.com 

 
 

 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
 

 

-Steven & Jodi Swanson & Family 

(our missionary family) 

- Michael Lorento (Larry & Sue’s neighbor) 

- Wilton Bunke (Terry Crandall’s dad) 

- Allen Israel (Ray’s brother) 

- Sheri Mysliwiec (Israel’s niece) 

- Dean Mysliwiec (Israel niece’s husband) 

- Ken Reinert (Israel’ nephew) 

- Liam Vogt (Joe & Kirstin Ehrler Vogt son) 

-  Kate Redfearn (Russ & Brittney’s daughter) 

- Jim Griffin  (Donna Goodwin’s brother) 

- Millie Allendorf (Jim Stoewer’s mother) 

- JoAnn Hesselbacher 

- Juliette Schmidt 

- Kathy (Ehrler) Gerlich 

- Kendall Smith (Hansen’s granddaughter) 

- Gabe Hilby (Heim girl’s classmate) 

- Janice Bradley (Ladora Williams’ daughter) 

- Paul Hesselbacher 

- Liam Petelle (Edie’s grandson) 

- Rich Schelke  

- Caroline Krug (Jim & Babette’s granddaughter) 

- World Leaders 

- Men & Women serving our country 

- Peace in the World  
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Sermon & Lessons – March 29, 2020
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

     It has been an especially meaningful week. About a week ago, I began the process of reaching out to 

every family in our directory. My goal is to speak to each family in our directory every week we are 

temporarily closed. As I called each family, I was touched by the warmth on the other end of the line. Even 

the times I left messages, I felt encouraged that we would be in touch in some way. Our topics of 

conversation varied as did the length of the call. As we visited, the spirit and power of God was in our 

presence. A number of people offered to be available to help those in need. Many expressed concern about 

others in the congregation. There was also a great openness to future conversations and connection with 

Shepherd of the Hills. Some people I felt I knew quite well and others I look forward to getting to know 

better in the coming weeks. I am thankful for this uniform opportunity to connect with each family in the 

same way.  

     As I look at our Scripture passages for this week, I wonder if they might challenge us a bit too much with 

their language and imagery. We know the power of God in a crisis and sometimes we don't need to unpack 

every example or image in Scripture. We just need to know that God is there for us in our neighbor, in our 

church and in our friend, Jesus. In the reading from Romans, we are assured that the Spirit of God dwells in 

us and the hope of Christ lives in us. Each of us reaches out to the Lord and finds comfort in unique ways. 

For some, it is in bold statements like Martha said to Jesus regarding her brother, Lazarus, "I know that he 

will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." Others of us find great comfort in Jesus weeping for his 

friend Lazarus. Some have questions that intensify in challenging circumstances, especially those we can't 

always understand. Wherever you find yourself today, know that God is powerful and walking with us.  

     Last week, our Psalm was the twenty-third Psalm. I hope we can renew our connection with that Psalm 

each week we are apart. We need our Lord to lead us beside still waters. We need to put our trust in him and 

reflect his love to one another. We are his disciples in the world guiding others to that very same still water. 

This past week, you have done that for me as we visited by telephone. You have led me beside still waters by 

sharing your faith, your questions, and your time with me. Together, when two or more are gathered, God is 

with us. This week, I look forward to visiting with you again, knowing that God will use our time together to 

build up the Body of Christ that is the Church.  
            Pastor Jim 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the 

middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2
He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 

they were very dry. 
3
He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 

4
Then 

he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 
5
Thus says the 

Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6
I will lay sinews on you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 

know that I am the LORD.” 

  
7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 

bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8
I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 

and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
9
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 

prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 
10

I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 

and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

  
11

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, 

and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
12

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the 

land of Israel. 
13

And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people. 
14

I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; 

then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

 

Psalm: Psalm 130 

 
1
Out | of the depths 

  I cry to | you, O LORD; 

 
2
O LORD, | hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 



 
3
If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

  O LORD, | who could stand? 

 
4
Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

  in order that you | may be feared. R 
 

5
I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 

  in your word | is my hope. 

 
6
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 

  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
 

7
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 

  with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 

 
8
For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 

  from | all their sins. R 

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11 
6
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 

7
For this reason the mind 

that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 
8
and those who are in 

the flesh cannot please God. 

  
9
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 

have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
10

But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, 

the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
11

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 

who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Gospel: John 11:1-45 
1
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2
Mary was the one 

who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3
So the sisters 

sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
4
But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not 

lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
5
Accordingly, 

though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 
6
after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 

longer in the place where he was. 

  
7
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 

8
The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the 

Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 
9
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 

hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 
10

But 

those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 
11

After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 
12

The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen 

asleep, he will be all right.” 
13

Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was 

referring merely to sleep. 
14

Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 
15

For your sake I am glad I was not 

there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
16

Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow 

disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

  
17

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
18

Now Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
19

and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about 

their brother. 
20

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 
21

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22

But even now I 

know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 
23

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 

again.” 
24

Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
25

Jesus said to 

her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
26

and everyone 

who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
27

She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that 

you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

  
28

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is 

here and is calling for you.” 
29

And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
30

Now Jesus had not yet 

come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
31

The Jews who were with her in the 

house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 

going to the tomb to weep there. 
32

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said 

to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 

Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 
34

He said, “Where 

have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35

Jesus began to weep. 
36

So the Jews said, “See how 

he loved him!” 
37

But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 

from dying?” 



  
38

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 
39

Jesus 

said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 

because he has been dead four days.” 
40

Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 

the glory of God?” 
41

So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 

having heard me. 
42

I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so 

that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43

When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!” 
44

The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

  
45

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
NEWSLETTER 

Since everyone will be receiving the weekly announcements each week either by email or postal mail, we will not 

be putting out the newsletter. When everything returns to normal we will have the monthly newsletter again. If 

you receive your weekly announcements in the mail and would like to receive it by email please let Pastor or 

Babette know either by phone or email. (Pastor’s information is on first page. Babette is 815-541-0624 or 

sothofficeillinois@gmail.com). Thank you. 
 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

The 2020 Synod assembly scheduled for June 19th and 20th has been postponed.  Once a new date is established, 

possibly a one day assembly in late summer or early fall, an announcement will be made providing the details. 
 

CHURCH MESSAGING SYSTEM 

When messages are sent notifying members of church cancellation, etc., the following phone numbers will be 

shown.       * For text messages, the sending phone number is 815-205-1748. 

                   * For phone messages, the sending phone number is 405-548-2251. 

Please do not block these phone numbers.  If blocked, the message will not be delivered. 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

In compliance with the Governor's order to limit social gatherings and maintain social distancing, services at 

SOTH are again cancelled for both March 29th and April 5th.  The current order ends on April 8th.  Once more is 

known as to whether services can resume after that date, the weekly announcements will be updated and a 

message will be sent via the church messaging system. Please stay safe and healthy, 

Bill Gehrts 

MOP SHOP GIVING 

The Mop Shop in Elizabeth is having difficulty receiving mail at the building where this charity is located (a 

postal service issue).  Any members who wish to donate to the Mop Shop may put their offering, designated for 

the Mop Shop, in with church offerings and we will make sure it gets directed to that organization, or it can be 

mailed directly to:  The Mop Shop, c/o Mindy Dalgarn, 7 Nightingale Ct, Galena IL  61036 

 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 
John Hesselbacher             4/01 

Darrell Carr                       4/05 

Gerald Gerlach                  4/05 

Augie Hesselbacher           4/07 

Art Goodwin                      4/08 

TJ Hesselbacher                 4/09 

Alex McGivney                 4/09 

Kari Gehrts                        4/10 

Janet Werner                      4/10 

Dean Williams                   4/11 

Cory Anderson                  4/13 

Terry Sigafus                     4/13 

Brady Turner                4/13 

Jason Hesselbacher       4/14 

Ray Israel                      4/16 

Jon Hendren                  4/17 

Kim Anderson               4/21 

Samantha Hendren        4/21 

Jimmie Bear Jr               4/25 

Cooper Gilbertson         4/25 

Carrie Homb                  4/26 

Brandon Brown              4/29 

Lou & Linda Kusnierz                     4/03 

Leo & Janet Werner                        4/06 

Jim & Babette Krug                         4/08 

Daryl & Christina Stienstra              4/13 

Terry & Judy Sigafus                       4/14 

Allen & Jeannine Steinke                 4/22 

Lou & Betsy Osika                           4/27 

Isaac & Becky Morhardt                  4/29 
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LENTEN GIVING 

Social Ministry decided that the giving for Lent will be going towards our Missionary – The Swanson’s. 

 
Dear Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

     In early March I started drafting this update, with the intent to share on the lives of our 3 kids, our community 

and hospital work, and an upcoming national Tanzanian neonatology conference that Steve was leading. Even at 

that time, the world was quickly turning upside down. Separated from friends and family across the world, we 

watched and prayed and discussed our own contingency plans. Inevitably, Tanzania’s first confirmed Covid-10 

case arrived, in our very own Arusha. As everywhere else, everything suddenly changed. 

     Over the past weeks, we have many long discussions with family and colleagues, weighed our evacuation 

options, and prayerfully reflected upon the reasons for which we came to Tanzania (in 2013). We have assessed 

the extremely limited healthcare options in Tanzania (should we get sick from Covid-19), the high likelihood that 

all borders may close and international flights out of Tanzania be cancelled, and the possibility of panic and 

increasing scarcity when the virus arrives in full force. And, we have decided to stay in Tanzania. 

     As healthcare providers, providing medical care in a time of need is in our very DNA. It isn’t exactly “shelter-

in-place” and isolate as both of us still have roles to play in the Lutheran hospital here. The Tanzanian doctors that 

Steve works with look to him for support. Many in the community rely on us for healthcare. The hospitals are still 

caring for patients, every day. 

     We are in a period of great uncertainty. While the ELCA Global Missionaries has recalled all its missionaries 

back to USA, we have their support to stay and still serve in Tanzania. The thought of leaving our Tanzanian 

colleagues in a time like this does not sit well in our souls. At the time that I am writing this, there are 12 known 

Covid-19 confirmed cased, but as we all know, this virus travels silently, and numbers are likely much higher. We 

are all holding our breath. It is hard to tell if things are truly quiet or if this is the calm before the storm. We are 

preparing, and doing our best to anticipate what we will need. And doing our best to be calm and intentional in 

our service. 

     We are encouraged that we are not alone. God is with us. I told this to Hannah as she was being evacuated out 

of Timor Leste, and traveled alone across the oceans to us yesterday. So also, I tell myself. God walks with us. 

We pray for you, that you will be safe and you will be well, and that you will have peace. The peace that passes 

all understanding. 

 

With all our love, 

Jodi and Steve 

 

Keep reading for news of the kids and the work in the NICU and the community! 

 

Happy News from the Kid’s Corner 

 

Hannah, Caedmon, and Indya are pictured her with 

Mt. Meru in the background. 19, 16, and 13 years 

of age which means it is “The Year of the 

Teenager” in the Swanson family. And yes, the 

moods are all over the place some days. Overall, 

each one is happy we made that move in 2013 and 

call Tanzania “their home.” 

     Hannah is in the midst of her gap year 

graduating from Rift Valley Academy bush for a 6-

week volunteer program in wildlife conservation. It 

was a remarkable experience for her. She now has 

all her applications into colleges/universities, and is 

waiting to hear back from all of them. She spent 

time at the end of last year with our family in the 

States, and began the process of learning to drive 

(thanks to the help of the women in my family!). Such is the life of a Third Culture Kid ass she begins to get her 

bearings in the USA. Hannah was recently in Timor Leste, on an island in the Indonesian chain, volunteering in 

Marine Conservation. She was scuba diving almost every day and learning to identify various species of marine 

life for their research and work with local communities on ocean conversation. Abruptly, the decision was made 



to close the program and evacuate all island volunteers. It was stressful but we managed to get her home 

yesterday, just international borders closed. 

     Caedmon is head and shoulders above the girls as you can see in the photo! His school is an IB school which 

means this is Middle Years Program Year 5 (MYP5) and requires the completion of a Personal Project. He 

decided to dive into computer programming and learned two computer languages outside of regular school hours, 

and has designed his own website. Since his school is now closed, he is now at home figuring out how to do 

school remotely! 

     Finally, our Indya. Suddenly she leapt from 12 to what seems to be 18! She is developing her own sense of 

fashion, and continues to have her collections of feathers and shells, an aquarium of fish, and today she is drying 

out some of her sand collected from the Indian Ocean over Christmas. School isn’t quite so exciting to her as it 

used to be…I think that means she really IS a teenager. Finally, let me answer that question so many people have 

asked –her ear surgery seems to have been successful last October and she has once again entered the pool! 

 

        316 Babies, a remarkable Survival Rate, and the writing of an essential NICU Handbook.   
Last year our NICU cared for 316 babies. Forty –five percent were premature, some weighing less than 2 pounds 

(1000 grams). Eighty-five babies (30%) from our poorest families were fully supported by our NICU Fund, and 

all remaining NICU babies received partial subsidization. 

     Among viable babies admitted to our NICU, Ninety-three percent survived. This has to be among the highest 

NICU survival rates reported anywhere in East Africa, and is a great tribute to the hard work of our entire team. 

At present, we are in the midst of writing the first-ever neonatology handbook (300+ pages!) for use across all of 

Tanzania, and hope to publish it soon. 

     Though COVID-19 is occupying all of our hearts, our NICU remains full every day with vulnerable babies and 

attentive mothers. We are taking precautions. And we continue to need funds to help us care for these most 

vulnerable babies, especially in this time when the hospital faces financial uncertainty. 

 

Schools and Gardens 

As we have worked with communities and their leaders. Elly has taught nutrition at village meetings, and we have 

had wonderful engaging conversations with the people.  For some time now, we have been  talking with the ward 

Educational Office who asked us to help him with hunger in the schools. There are 4 primary and 2 secondary 

schools in this ward, each with more than 1,000 students per school! It’s another overwhelming opportunity. We 

met with headmasters and teachers to discuss the possibilities and we have started Health and Garden Clubs  in 5 

schools this week! In each school it looks a little different, but the one thing that looks the same? The eager and 

joyful faces of children!! 

    …Since I wrote that paragraph above, the schools have now closed. Not exactly the best way to start a new 

project! However, I have been working with a young Maasai man who is eager to be a part of our project and he 

will stay in communication with the leaders of the schools. The wonderful English teacher has been asking for 

educational tools to use to spread correct about the coronavirus, so I an thankful to have made this connection 

before the outbreak! 
 

Sincere Thanks 

There have been many challenges we are facing and we ask for your prayers.  

 New Work and Resident Permits to be granted to stay in Tanzania. 

 Health and Safety for us and discernment to deal with the pandemic as it unfolds here. 

 Wisdom and grace in parenting 3 teenagers, all with differing needs, all under one roof and we try to live 

by the principle of sheltering in place while still being of service in the hospitals. 

 Peace, Pray for peace, Pray for wisdom, that we will know where we can best be of service to Tanzanians 

at this time. 

 In all these things we give thanks for God’s unfailing love, and His wisdom that guides us. 

 

Jodi and Steve Swanson 


