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READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

of March 22, 2020. 

 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Compiled from several different sources, some of which 

are positive and some negative concerning the Davidic 

monarchy, the book of 1 Samuel took shape probably 

around 700 BCE. The story of the prophet Samuel 

choosing the shepherd boy David as the next king is 

reminiscent of many folk tales: contrary to the cultural 

expectation of male primogeniture, it is the youngest boy 

who wins. The anointing is an ancient practice that 

symbolizes the transfer of divine blessing, as the Spirit of 

God grants the boy the authority necessary for kingship. 

Ephesians 5:8-14 
Noticeably different especially in rhetorical style from the 

undisputed Pauline letters and probably written in the late 

first century, Ephesians is to some degree a summary of 

Paul’s theology: salvation is a gift of God’s grace offered 

through Jesus Christ, and believers, who are one in Christ, 

are to live out their gratitude so as to build up the 

community of the faithful. This selection from Ephesians 

uses light as a metaphor for Christ’s transformative power 

within the believing community. 

John 9:1-41 
In John’s gospel, Jesus performs seven signs that 

demonstrate his divine status. The sixth is Jesus’ healing 

the man born blind. Jesus’ words indicate that the 

physical healing functions as a metaphor for spiritual 

awakening, for Jesus is the light. The conversation that 

follows the healing evidences the debate at the close of 

the first century between the Christian movement and the 

Jewish synagogue authorities. In an example of Johannine 

metaphor, it is mud that clarifies. 

SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION  

We will be highlighting a verse(s) here for 

memorization that captures the main idea of the month’s 

scriptures – March verse: “19
We love because he first 

loved us.”   1 John 4:19 

 

Attendance – March 15, 2020 

8:00 AM – 30,   10:00 AM – 21 = Totals – 51 

 

Weekly Giving 

General Giving            $1,640.00 

              1
st
 Lenten service           $    136.00 

        Mission Giving   $     115.50 

                  Total        $1,891.50 

. 

    

PRAYER MINISTRY 
 

-Steven & Jodi Swanson & Family 

(our missionary family) 

- Family & Friends of Rick Webster 

- Michael Lorento (Larry & Sue’s neighbor) 

- Wilton Bunke (Terry Crandall’s dad) 

- Allen Israel (Ray’s brother) 

- Sheri Mysliwiec (Israel’s niece) 

- Dean Mysliwiec (Israel niece’s husband) 

- Ken Reinert (Israel’ nephew) 

- Liam Vogt (Joe & Kirstin Ehrler Vogt son) 

-  Kate Redfearn (Russ & Brittney’s daughter) 

- Jim Griffin  (Donna Goodwin’s brother) 

- Millie Allendorf (Jim Stoewer’s mother) 

- JoAnn Hesselbacher 

- Juliette Schmidt 

- Kathy (Ehrler) Gerlich 

- Kendall Smith (Hansen’s granddaughter) 

- Gabe Hilby (Heim girl’s classmate) 

- Janice Bradley (Ladora Williams’ daughter) 

- Paul Hesselbacher 

- Liam Petelle (Edie’s grandson) 

- Rich Schelke  

- Caroline Krug (Jim & Babette’s granddaughter) 

- World Leaders 

- Men & Women serving our country 

- Peace in the World  
 

PASTOR JIM’S CONTACT INFORMATION 
His phone number is (563) 599-2096 and his email 

address is:  jamespmehltretter@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-3-22/2088
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Sermon & Lessons – March 22, 2020
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

     I would like for you to do something different for a few moments today . . .  I would like you to move ahead in 

time.  Past Easter.  Past the Fourth of July event.  Past Thanksgiving to Christmas.  Yes Christmas.  And look 

back . . .  What do you see?  What do you want to see?  How were you guided by Jesus, the source of our 

faith?  Who did you interact with?  How did that happen?  What do you see? 

     It might seem like an odd question, an odd thing to do in a time of such uncertainty.  How many times can we 

hear the word 'unprecedented' on the news?  

     The truth is we have many decisions ahead of us and we can form and guide our future far more than we may 

think at this moment. 

     Our readings for this week help us to focus on sight and living in the light of a faith focused on the promise of 

Jesus Christ. What does it look like to look back at many months of living in the light of Christ? 

     When I first asked the question, I suspect you may have first thought of months of darkness, difficulty, and     

isolation. Those predictions are all around us. Many things will challenge us, to be sure, in the months to come. 

     But Jesus helps us to see and live a much different way. He gives us the opportunity to make plans to look 

back and see him guiding us in a wholly new way.  

     We can look back and remember being in prayer for all of our leaders instead of falling into the trap of 

divisiveness and bitterness. We can look back on a time of encouragement, hope, and generosity. Our time with 

loved ones will have taken a different form but also included new relationships within the church through calls 

and notes.  

     Perhaps we will remember talking to someone who was burdened by the current situation and sharing with 

them the simple word that Jesus helps us to see a new way, new possibilities, and improved priorities.  

     How will you remember generosity? Touching the lives of others expecting nothing in return, but ending up 

receiving more than you could ever imagine through knowing how it made a difference.  

     Clearly the future is hard to see but it certainly becomes easier to see when we allow Jesus to open our eyes 

just as he did for the blind man in our Gospel lesson. Many around us, maybe even we ourselves, play the role of 

the Pharisees. However, through faith, we'll see that Jesus and his vision is our true hope for the future. A future 

we can look back on with pride knowing that we followed his lead in unconditional love reflected to those all 

around us.  

            Pastor Jim  

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
1
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. 

Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king 

among his sons.” 
2
Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a 

heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 
3
Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 

what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 
4
Samuel did what 

the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do 

you come peaceably?” 
5
He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come 

with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

  
6
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the LORD.” 

7
But 

the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 

him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 

heart.” 
8
Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen 

this one.” 
9
Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 

10
Jesse 

made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of 

these.” 
11

Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is 

keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 

here.” 
12

He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. 

The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 
13

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in 

the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel 

then set out and went to Ramah. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 23 

You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5) 

 
1
The LORD| is my shepherd; I shall not | be in want. 

 
2
The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures and leads me be- | side still waters. 



 
3
You restore my | soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 
 

5
You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 

 

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 
8
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—

9
for the fruit of the light is 

found in all that is good and right and true. 
10

Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11

Take no part in the 

unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 
12

For it is shameful even to mention what such people do 

secretly; 
13

but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 
14

for everything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! 

  Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 
1
As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 

2
His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 

or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born 

blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 
4
We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 

night is coming when no one can work. 
5
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

6
When he had 

said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 
7
saying to 

him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 

see. 
8
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to 

sit and beg?” 
9
Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, 

“I am the man.” 
10

But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 
11

He answered, “The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and 

received my sight.” 
12

They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

  
13

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
14

Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus 

made the mud and opened his eyes. 
15

Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He 

said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 
16

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is 

not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform 

such signs?” And they were divided. 
17

So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was 

your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

  
18

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the 

man who had received his sight 
19

and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does 

he now see?” 
20

His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 
21

but we do not 

know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 

himself.” 
22

His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone 

who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 
23

Therefore his parents said, “He is of 

age; ask him.” 

  
24

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! 

We know that this man is a sinner.” 
25

He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, 

that though I was blind, now I see.” 
26

They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 

eyes?” 
27

He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 

again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
28

Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we 

are disciples of Moses. 
29

We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 

comes from.” 
30

The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and 

yet he opened my eyes. 
31

We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him 

and obeys his will. 
32

Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born 

blind. 
33

If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
34

They answered him, “You were born entirely in 

sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

  
35

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 

Man?” 
36

He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 
37

Jesus said to him, “You have 

seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 
38

He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 
39

Jesus said, 



“I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 

blind.” 
40

Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 
41

Jesus 

said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONGRATULATIONS  
Clint and Ashley Anderson are the proud parents of a baby boy, Charley Thomas Anderson. He was born on 

March 14, 2020 at the Monroe Hospital. Clint is the son of Carl Anderson and grandson of George Anderson. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Jerry & Linda Gerlach are first time great grandparents. Their grandson, Trent and his wife, Mariah are the 

parents of a baby boy, Baylor Michael Gerlach who was born on March 16, 2020. 
 

LAWN MOWING BIDS 

Bids for grass cutting of the Schapville cemetery, St. John's cemetery, and the church grounds have been 

mailed.  If there are any member(s) who did not receive a bid mailing and wish to submit a bid for any or all of 

the locations, please contact a property committee member or Bill Gehrts (815-266-9464).  Bids are due back to 

the church office by 3/27/2020. 
 

CHURCH MESSAGING SYSTEM 

When messages are sent notifying members of church cancellation, etc., the following phone numbers will be 

shown. 

For text messages, the sending phone number is 815-205-1748. 

For phone messages, the sending phone number is 405-548-2251. 

Please do not block these phone numbers.  If blocked, the message will not be delivered. 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

In these uncertain times with COVID-19, your church council has decided that its monthly meeting scheduled for 

March 31st, 2020, will be postponed to a future date.  When that future date is determined, the congregation will 

be advised.  Any activity that is required to be acted on by the council during this interim period will be handled 

via email and/or phone calls.  Once this pandemic is considered over and we can resume our normal activities, all 

action taken by the council during this interim period will be officially recorded in the council minutes. 

Please stay safe and healthy, 

 

 Your Church Council  

WELCA RETREAT 

Due to current health concerns with the spread of the coronavirus, NISWO has decided to cancel the Spring 

Retreat that was to be held April 18th at LOMC. If anyone has sent in their registration, your check will be 

returned to you.  If anyone has already made purchases for the personal care kits we were planning to assemble 

that day, please contact me (Monica Groezinger from Trinity-Derinda - NW Conference Rep) or Pennie Miller 

from Prince of Peace in Freeport (NISWO Treasurer), or Nancy Rice from Christ Lutheran in Stockton (NISWO 

Vice President).  The NISWO Board members will follow thru with that effort for Lutheran World Relief. 

 
LETTER TO THE CONGREGATION 

 

     Earlier this week we received notification from Bishop Jeffrey Clements that all churches within the 

Northern Illinois Synod suspend services through March 31
st
, 2020.  Furthermore, all group and 

committee meetings are cancelled for the same time period.  Notice of cancellation for SOTH activities 

was sent to congregation members via the messaging service adopted earlier this year.  While this was a 

most difficult decision, we agree that with the current known information regarding the COVID-19 

coronavirus it is the right thing to do for the health, welfare, and well-being of our congregation 

members.  As we approach the end of March, there likely will be more information and guidance from 

the Bishop.  When more is known as to whether services and activities will resume starting April 1
st
, 

2020, that information will be shared via the messaging service and an email announcement.  During 

this time the church office will remain open, albeit with limited activity.   



Your church council and Pastor Jim met for a special council meeting on Thursday, March 19
th

, to 

discuss the current situation and how we, as a congregation, move forward knowing that in all likelihood 

some form of restrictions will exist for several weeks.  While some measures have been taken for our 

Sunday services to limit the amount of physical contact of those in attendance, we want to formulate a 

plan that can be used now, and in the future, to protect our congregation members once this pandemic is 

over.  When the details of this are complete it will be sent to all congregation members via postal letter. 

Lastly, please understand that while services may not be held during this troubling time, our expenses 

for operation of the church do not stop.  Please consider continuing your weekly offering by mailing it to 

the church office at 536 E Schapville Rd, Scales Mound, IL 61075, or arranging for online banking.   

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Bill Gehrts (815-266-9464 or 

gehrtswilliam@hotmail.com) or Pastor Jim (563-599-2096).   

Sincerely, 

Your church council and Pastor Jim  

Inter-generational day of quilting for World Relief – February 29, 2020 
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