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READINGS for Sunday September 20, 2020. 

Jonah 3:10—4:11 

The book of Jonah is an ironic, even comic, short story 

about a prophet-like figure who begrudges preaching to 

Nineveh, the capital city of the ancient enemy nation of 

Assyria. Written after the exile and perhaps long after the 

destruction of Nineveh in 612 BCE, the story contrasts with 

other biblical post-exilic writings, for example Ezra and 

Nehemiah, in that it urges Israel to move beyond its narrow 

religious and ethnic boundaries and to acknowledge that 

God’s mercy is meant for all peoples. Chapter 3 tells of 

Jonah’s finally preaching to his enemies and their 

conversion. Verse 10 leads then to chapter 4, which in short 

story fashion parallels chapter 1, with the disgruntled Jonah 

angered by God’s steadfast love for the enemy. The 

charming last sentence indicates that God cares also for the 

enemy’s animals. 

Philippians 1:21-30 

Paul wrote a letter to the church in Philippi from prison, that, 

depending on which imprisonment, could have been in 53 

or after 60. The letter is filled with Paul’s sense of joy in the 

faith of Christ and includes the beloved Christ Hymn of 2:5-

11, which confesses what much later came to be termed the 

two natures of Christ: his humility as a human and his 

exaltation as Lord of all. Introducing one of the letter’s 

themes, today’s excerpt urges the community to live 

together in unity. 

Matthew 20:1-16 

According to standard outlines of Matthew, the allegory of 

the laborers in the vineyard is in the fourth section (16:13—

20:34), which focuses on preparation for the death and 

raising of Jesus, God’s Son. For Matthew, “heaven” is a 

circumlocution for God, and “the kingdom” refers to the 

eschatological end of all things, the way it will be in God. 

Today’s allegory, with the generous landowner being God 

and the laborers embodying the varying commitments of 

believers, makes the biblical point that in God all earthly 

values are reversed. Divine mercy is not fair. It is likely that 

by the time of the writing of Matthew’s gospel, 

contemporary church leaders were being negatively 

compared with ones closer to the time of Jesus, and the 

evangelist wishes to negate such criticism. 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE for SEPTEMBER 

“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 

free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus.”        Galatians 3:28 

CHURCH OFFICE CONTACT: 

Church office:  815-845-2061 

 

PASTOR JIM’S CONTACT INFORMATION: 

His phone number is (563) 599-2096 and his email 

address is:  jamespmehltretter@gmail.com 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY  
 

-Steven & Jodi Swanson & Family 

(our missionary family) 

- All those who have been affected 

by Covid-19 

- All Essential workers  

- Law Enforcement Officers 

- Those suffering from racism 

- Thomas Mosbo 

- Dorothy Bohnsack 

- Paul & Karron Mills 

- Paul Hesselbacher 

- Janice McKee (Kay Hesselbacher’s friend) 

- Roxann Krull (Paul Mills’ daughter) 

- Michael Lorento (Larry & Sue’s neighbor) 

- Dean Mysliwiec (Israel niece’s husband) 

- Ken Reinert (Israel’ nephew) 

- Liam Vogt (Joe & Kirstin Ehrler Vogt son) 

-  Kate Redfearn (Russ & Brittney’s daughter) 

- JoAnn Hesselbacher 

- Juliette Schmidt 

- Kendall Smith (Hansen’s granddaughter) 

- Gabe Hilby (Heim girl’s classmate) 

- Janice Bradley (Ladora Williams’ daughter) 

- Liam Petelle (Edie’s grandson) 

- Rich Schelke 

- Ali Krug (Jim & Babette’s daughter-in-law)  

- Caroline Krug (Jim & Babette’s granddaughter) 

- World Leaders & Peace in the World 

- Men & Women serving our country  
 

Weekly Giving – September 13, 2020 

General Giving            $3,238.00   

Mission Giving              $150.00 

                    Total         $3,388.00 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-9-20/2124
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-9-20/2124
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-9-20/2124
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16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Message & Lessons – September 20, 2020 

LINK TO STORIES OF FAITH:  https://www.livingluth.3.3..3eran.org/StoriesofFaith/  
  

STORIES OF FAITH 

     Shepherd of the Hills is connected with other churches through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). The ELCA has 65 synods across the country including our Northern Illinois synod.  

    Each year the ELCA publishes a booklet entitled Stories Faith in Action. It includes stories of the 

ministries of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America from across the country. 

    I hope you will click on the link above and review this booklet. Printed copies will also be available at 

church. A copy can easily be mailed to you as well. Please feel free to request one from Pastor Jim or 

Babette.  

      Pastor Jim 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.             

C Amen. 

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

C    Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P  Faithful God, 

C     have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another 

before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of 

salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P     God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 

C   Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely 

on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:  Jonah 3:10--4:11 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 

about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is 

not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I 

knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent 

from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And 

the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, 

and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

  6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him 

from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God 

appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, 

and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/StoriesofFaith/


for me to die than to live.” 

  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to 

die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did 

not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 

that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right 

hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 

PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8 

 1I will exalt you, my | God and king, 

  and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 

 2Every day | will I bless you 

  and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 

 3Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised! 

  There is no end | to your greatness. 

 4One generation shall praise your works | to another 

  and shall de- | clare your power. R 

 5I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 

  and all your | marvelous works. 

 6They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 

  and I will re- | count your greatness. 

 7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 

 8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. R 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I 

do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 

that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that 

I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in 

your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 

absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind 

for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their 

destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not 

only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same struggle that you 

saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 

hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 

vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to 

them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out 

again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others 

standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no 

one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to 

the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when 

the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And 

when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 

have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one 

of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what 

belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I 

choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the 

first will be last.” 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P    Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

.A brief silence. 
 

P   … Lord, in your mercy, 

C    hear our prayer. 

P     All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 

C     Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
P    Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit; let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING  

P   Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

C   Amen. 

  

DISMISSAL 
A    Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C    Thanks be to God.  
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Weekly Announcements 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE UPDATE 
You will be receiving a call to see if you would like to schedule your service for Sunday or the week following. 

You can also contact me (Pastor Jim) at (563) 599-2096. Everyone has been very gracious in this process. If 

weather affects a service, it will not be rescheduled due to the frequency of services. 

Communion:   Communion will resume using special factory sealed cups that contain both the wafer and juice. 

Distribution will be carefully organized. The resumption of communion using these cups, during this unusual 

time, was considered and supported by the church council. Additional changes that help the congregation adapt to 

our current circumstances are continually explored by Pastor Jim and the council.    

Reminder: Please accept a reminder that masks are required at all our outdoor services if you leave your car. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.      Pastor Jim 
 

THANK YOU 
Dear SOTH family,   

Thank you very much for honoring my 100th birthday with a car parade, card shower and cupcakes to share with 

the other assisted living residents last Saturday. All is very much appreciated.  

LaVerne Grebner 
 

ELCA CONFERENCE MEETING 

Each year Pastors and members of neighboring ELCA churches gather for a conference meeting. This year we 

will be meeting by Zoom at 6:30 on Monday, October 5th. If you would like to attend or learn more about it, 

please contact Pastor Jim. 
 

GIVING WHILE WE ARE CLOSED 

    Thank you to all who have been faithfully sending your giving to the church during our shut down.  Please 

consider continuing your weekly offering by mailing it to the church office at 536 E Schapville Rd, Scales 

Mound, IL 61075, or arranging for online banking.  

        Please stay safe and healthy, Church Council 

tel:(563)%20599-2096


PORTALS OF PRAYER 
The Portals of Prayer for the fourth quarter of this year are now available. Please ask Pastor Jim for one. 
 

ANNUAL STEAK FRY 
     The canceling of the Annual Steak Fry is an unfortunate turn of events as there are several very worthwhile 

food pantries that rely on the proceeds of this event.   

       In lieu of having an actual steak fry at church, we are promoting a "virtual steak fry".  With this we are asking 

that, if possible, please provide a donation to the church with a designation of "steak fry" or "food pantry".  Any 

donations will be held until early October and at that time the monies will be distributed to the food pantries 

noted.  Once distributed, there will be an article in the weekly newsletter advising of the distributions and 

amounts. 

       A sincere thank you for consideration to help those in need during these difficult times we are in.  

 

In Peace, please stay healthy and safe, Your Church Council 
 

 

 
 

Friends, 

     Imagine you’re home and you hear a knock at the door. An official tells you to pack your essentials and 

evacuate, as a wildfire is speeding toward you. This is the situation many of our neighbors in the western part of 

the country are facing right now. 

     Fueled by a heat wave and unfavorable winds, devastating wildfires are raging across California, Oregon, 

Washington and other western states. At least 20 people have died, hundreds of thousands of people are under 

evacuation orders and more than 3.5 million acres have burned across the three states. Some evacuees face the 

difficult decision of whether to stay in a shelter during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

     Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with at least three Lutheran social services agencies and five synods to 

assess the situation and determine the best ways to respond. We expect immediate needs may include food and 

other necessities, as well as emotional and spiritual care for those who have been traumatized. 

     Your gifts will support wildfire survivors. Gifts to “U.S. wildfires” will be used in full (100%) to assist those 

affected by wildfires until the response is complete. 

     Even as we face multiple crises, together we can reflect Christ’s light and hope to our neighbors in their time 

of need. 

With gratitude for your partnership, 

The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Funding 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

******************* 

Dear friends, 
     The Creation Care Team, a sub-committee of the Northern Illinois Synod Social Ministry Committee is excited 

to offer a seven-session Book Study via the Zoom Platform, on the book Rooted & Rising: Voices of Courage in a 

Time of Climate Crisis, edited by Leah D. Schade and Margaret Bullitt-Jonas. The Book Study will begin on 

Tuesday, October 6 at 7 p.m., with the subsequent sessions each Tuesday evening through Tuesday, November 

17. 
     The Book Study will be led and facilitated by members of the Creation Care Team. The hope is that through 

reading and conversation, participants will gain a better understanding of how to care for this Earth given to us by 

our Creator and also learn ways to incorporate care for creation into our spiritual practices. 
For more information and to register for the Book Study, please click on this link: Register for the "Rooted and 

Rising" Book Study here. There is no cost to participate, although participants will need to buy the book which is 

available from the usual book sellers. It is available as an e-book and either via hardcover or paperback. 
     If you have any questions, please contact Becky Keller at bfkeller@yahoo.com. 

Peace, 

Deacon Cheryl Erdmann 

Northern Illinois Synod, ELCA 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fuswildfires&srcid=238053&srctid=1&erid=f02dc5ac-574c-41fd-b502-0eb4ee845615&trid=f02dc5ac-574c-41fd-b502-0eb4ee845615
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fuswildfires&srcid=238053&srctid=1&erid=f02dc5ac-574c-41fd-b502-0eb4ee845615&trid=f02dc5ac-574c-41fd-b502-0eb4ee845615
https://nisynod.org/creation-care-book-study/
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

• Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF) 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 

A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States before being elected bishop 

of the South Pacific District of the American Lutheran Church, the first African American Lutheran to 

serve in such a capacity. 

• Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

Monday, September 21, 2020 

Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax collectors were 

frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus nevertheless showed love for 

them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple. 

INTRODUCTION 

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like 

that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to 

work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet 

God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is 

freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
 

OVERVIEW 

DISCOMFORT: SIGN OF GRACE? 

Poor Jonah. The guy never could get comfortable. He was uncomfortable with his God-given call to 

preach to Nineveh; he was uncomfortable in the arms of the sailors as they hoisted him over the boat’s 

edge and tossed him into the sea; he was uncomfortable as the ocean’s raging waves flung him about 

like flotsam; he was—undoubtedly—uncomfortable in the fish’s belly; and he was uncomfortable and 

downright angry with God’s mercy on the people of Nineveh. Jonah had a hard time getting comfortable 

with himself, and, even more so, Jonah was uneasy embracing the wideness of God’s grace. 

The same can be said about the laborers in Jesus’ parable here in Matthew 20. The laborers who came in 

the early morning hours grumbled against the landowner because they were paid the same as others who 

started later and worked fewer hours. These laborers are ill-at-ease with the landowner’s choice “to give 

to this last the same as I give to you.” Like Jonah, they are uncomfortable with the unchecked mercy 

offered by the landowner/God. God doesn’t play by our rules, and that can be very discomforting for us 

all. 

Our discomfort with grace manifests itself in all sorts of ways. It can be discomforting for us to engage 

the poor and the outcast of our society. It can be discomforting for us to welcome immigrants into our 

communities. It can be discomforting to address the pervasive racism that still surrounds us. And it can 

be very discomforting for us to open our lives to the transforming power of the cross of Christ, whereby 

“the last will be first, and the first will be last” (Matt. 20:16). 

Could it be that the more uncomfortable we become with the reckless love of God, the closer we are to 

understanding the meaning of grace? 
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