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READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

of March 1, 2020. 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
One of the most well-known stories in the Bible, the 

account in Genesis 2–3, which is a more ancient 

story than is the liturgical text of Genesis 1, offered 

one explanation of why in God’s creation there came 

to be sin, shame, and death. The story situated the 

origins of human life in what is now Iraq and 

understood our alienation from God as arising with 

the very first humans. 
 

Romans 5:12-19 
In about 57 CE, Paul wrote to the church in Rome a 

comprehensive discussion of the good news, that 

God saves those who believe. Believers are restored 

to relationship with God because of their faith in 

Christ, not because they keep the Jewish Torah. Paul 

interpreted the story in Genesis 2–3 by 

metaphorically paralleling Adam to Christ, the 

sinner to the sinless, trespass to grace, death to life. 
 

Matthew 4:1-11 
In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus, after being baptized by 

John the Baptist, withstood the devil’s temptations 

by relying on the power of the words in Hebrew 

scriptures. For Matthew, God’s word to ancient 

Israel accompanied Jesus as he inaugurated the 

kingdom of heaven. 
 

SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION  

We will be highlighting a verse(s) here for 

memorization that captures the main idea of the month’s 

scriptures – March verse: “19
We love because he first 

loved us.”   1 John 4:19 

 

Attendance – February 23, 2020 

8:00 AM – 46,   10:00 AM – 34 = Totals – 80 

Ash Wednesday = 45 

Weekly Giving 

General Giving            $3,204.00 

        Mission Giving   $   182.00 

                  Total        $3,386.00 

 

Noisy Change - $83.01 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
 

-Steven & Jodi Swanson & Family 

(our missionary family) 

- Allen Israel (Ray’s brother) 

- Sheri Mysliwiec (Israel’s niece) 

- Dean Mysliwiec (Israel niece’s husband) 

- Ken Reinert (Israel’ nephew) 

- Liam Vogt (Joe & Kirstin Ehrler Vogt son) 

-  Kate Redfearn (Russ & Brittney’s daughter) 

- Jim Griffin  (Donna Goodwin’s brother) 

- Millie Allendorf (Jim Stoewer’s mother) 

- JoAnn Hesselbacher 

- Juliette Schmidt 

- - Rick Webster 

- Kathy (Ehrler) Gerlich 

- Kendall Smith (Hansen’s granddaughter) 

- Gabe Hilby (Heim girl’s classmate) 

- Janice Bradley (Ladora Williams’ daughter) 

- Paul Hesselbacher 

- Liam Petelle (Edie’s grandson) 

- Rich Schelke  

- Caroline Krug (Jim & Babette’s granddaughter) 

- World Leaders 

- Men & Women serving our country 

- Peace in the World  
 

 
THOSE CALLED TO SERVING  

-- March 9, 2020 
 

GREETERS/USHERS/READERS: 
Keith Hesselbacher -- (8 AM) 

Linda Kusnierz & Zenna Busch-- (10 AM) 

ASSISTING MINISTER: 
-- (8 AM) 

-- (10 AM) 

COMMUNION SET-UP/CLEAN-UP:  / Linda 

Kusnierz & Zenna Busch  

HOSPITALITY –  

TELLERS – Goldie Foley & Alana Turner 

 
PASTOR JIM’S CONTACT INFORMATION 

His phone number is (563) 599-2096 and his email 

address is:  jamespmehltretter@gmail.com.    

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-3-1/2085
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-3-1/2085
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-3-1/2085
mailto:jamespmehltretter@gmail.com


Weekly Announcements – March 1, 2020
PASTOR’S CORNER 

      I hope you received a postcard regarding Ash Wednesday and Lenten services.  If you know of a 

friend or neighbor to add to the mailing list, please mention them to me. 

     We were thankful to have Katie home for the weekend.  She joined us at the FFA dinner and auction 

on Saturday night at the Scales Mound School.  There were many friendly and familiar faces. 

     A computer is now connected to the church projection system.  Training will be offered for those 

who might like to help operate this system.  One example of its use may be sharing the Bishop's Easter 

video message. 

      I was thankful to receive more orientation to this area during a pleasant ride in the country 

on Tuesday afternoon. 

     The reelection of Council members at the Annual meeting and the reelection of officers at the 

Tuesday meeting offers stability in church leadership.  Please take a moment to thank those currently 

serving.           Pastor Jim 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

We are blessed to have Aubrey Roebal (Gail & Ray Israel’s granddaughter) play her violin for us. Thank 

you. 

 

OPEN FORUM 

There will be an open forum between services today, March 1, 2020. Please plan on attending. 
 

CHILI/FILLED NOODLE SUPPER 

Derinda Trinity Lutheran Church (8393 Derinda Road, Elizabeth, IL) will hold their Chili/Filled Noodle Supper 

this evening, March 1, 2020 from 4 pm to 7:00 pm. Adults are:  $8.00, Children 5-12: $6.00 and Children under 5: 

free. See brochure on the bulletin board. 
 

CHILI/BEEF NOODLE SUPPER 

Christ Lutheran WELCA will host its annual Chili/Beef Noodle Supper on Monday, March 9
th
 from 4:30 pm to 

7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to join in the meal which includes soup, sandwich, veggie cup, 

dessert and beverage. Carry-out will be available. See brochure on the bulletin board for more information 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY & LENTEN SERVICES 

Lenten services will start the Wednesday evening at 7 pm. Please consider offering to drive a friend or neighbor 

to our Wednesday Evening Lenten services. Not everyone feels comfortable driving at night. 
 

YEARLY GIVING REPORTS 

If you have given to the church in 2019, and would like your Giving report, please let me know. Since the tax 

laws have changed you may not need a giving report from the church. Please let me know either by emailing the 

church’s email address (sothofficeillinois@gmail.com) or tell me at church.  Thank you. Babette, 

Secretary/Treasurer at SOTH.  

 

 

To All the Ladies of the Lutheran Churches of the ELCA: 

     The Conference Coordination Committee (CCC) of the Northwest Conference would like to invite 

all ladies and guests to join us at the Spring Assembly gathering on March 28, 2020(9 am to noon) at 

First Lutheran Church in Freeport, IL for brunch and a program on “Doors Open Wide”. Find out how 

the “The Dow” house is ministering to young girls and their babies in our community. 

     Gathering starts with registration at 9 am and brunch served at 9:30 am with the program to follow. It 

is a great time to have fellowship with our friends in the NW Conference of WELCA. Reservation and a 

fee of $10 to cover the brunch and the program, is needed by March21, 2020. Registration form is on the 

bulletin board in the entryway. A free will offering will be taken for ongoing programs of the NW 

Conference Committee. 

     Plan on joining us for a morning outing with friends. 

mailto:sothofficeillinois@gmail.com


 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE             With the cold and flu season here, we will continue with the Sharing of the 

Peace at services.  However, in doing so, if you wish to fold your arms across your chest to acknowledge a person 

that is perfectly acceptable.  As a reminder, there is hand sanitizer in each of the pews. Thank you. 
 

******************************************************* 

Theological Reflection 

The forty days of Lent echo Jesus’ time in the wilderness as well as other sacred periods measured by 

forty. The season is also an echo of the forty weeks of human pregnancy. People who have recently been 

pregnant have probably experienced a version of the traditional Lenten discipline of fasting (from 

caffeine, alcohol, smoking) in the interest of providing safe gestational space for new life. How do we 

hold space for the new things that God is creating? What new life is growing quietly in the darkness 

while hidden from view? What is waiting to be (re)born in us and in our congregation or community? 

Theological Reflection 

Although the Genesis reading may seem to suggest otherwise, curiosity is not the same as temptation. 

When Eve relays God’s instructions to the serpent, she adds that they are not even supposed to touch the 

tree. The story snowballs in its interpretation, until we are not supposed to look at or even think about 

the tree. It is not a sin to open our eyes, pay attention, and ask questions. Unfortunately, many have 

formed an impression of Christianity that requires them to keep their mouth shut and pretend to agree as 

a form of piety and resisting temptation. In Jesus’ temptation, he engages and argues against the tempter. 

How does our church community encourage active, engaged resistance rather than hiding from or 

denying temptation and evil? 

Theological Reflection 

Times of testing come in many forms in this life. There are tests in school in which students are asked to 

demonstrate their understanding of a subject. Athletic competitions are tests of endurance, strength, and 

skill. Struggling with a disease or caring for a loved one who is gravely ill is another sort of test. In all 

these instances people learn how they cope with challenges and adversity. As Jesus was tempted and 

tested by the devil in the wilderness, we learn about Jesus and how he deals with adversity. We learn 

Jesus trusts in the Father. We learn Jesus will only do things in God’s time and in God’s way. We learn 

what it means to be the Son of God. 

Theological Reflection 

It is common to talk of giving up something for Lent. Fasting is one of the three great disciplines of 

Lent. Consider turning this idea inside out and upside down. Instead of giving things up, consider taking 

on something. Consider taking on the discipline of daily scripture reading. Could the congregation read 

through Matthew’s gospel together? Pocket-size editions of the Small Catechism can be purchased 

inexpensively. You could invite the congregation to read that together as well. 

 (All articles are from Sundays and Seasons) 

March, 2020 

1 
Worship Services with 

Holy Communion @ 8 

am  & 10 am 

Fellowship, Sunday 

School @ 9 am  

Open Forum @ 9 

am 

2 

 

3 

Text Study 

at SOTH @ 

10 am 

 

4 

Light soup 

supper @ 6 

pm 

Lenten 

Service @ 

7 pm 

5 
Men’s Coffee & 

Bible Study @  

8:30 am  

 

Office Hours @ 

9 am   

6 

Pastor’s 

Sabbath 

 

 

7 

Daylight 

savings time 

begins --Set 

your clocks 

ahead an hour 

before bed time 

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9781506415987/Luther-Small-Catechism-Pocket-Edition-5-pkg

